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Goshiki-numa Area
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The Goshiki-numa area of lakes and marshes is a group of over 30 various sized lakes and marshes dotting the area
around the nature sightseeing trail extending from the southern bank of Lake Hibara, and stretching 3.6 kilometers to
the east. Upwards of 10 ponds can be seen along this trail. This group of lakes and marshes were formed as a result
of the damming action of the sediment which was displaced during the landslide which occurred as a result of the
eruption of Mt. Bandai in 1888 (Meiji 21).

The water source for the majority of these swamps is the ground water which is issued from the edge of
Akanuma—a swamp near the eruption crater. As a result of volcanic activity, a large amount of hydrogen sulfide is
mixed in with the water, making the pH balance of several of the ponds and swamps acidic. In addition, there are
some lakes and ponds comprised of a mix of water from both Lake Hibara and the groundwater of Mt. Bandai, giving
each pond a different quality of water.

According to the water quality and the plant life found therein, this area of lakes and ponds can be divided into
four sections. One group is composed of bodies of water containing a highly acidic pH balance such as Akanuma, and
also those bodies of water whose color is blue and that possess a high level of transparency such as: Rurinuma,
Aonuma, and Benten-numa. The special feature of these lakes and ponds is the different types of moss (such as
Drepanocladus fluitans) found on their floors. The remaining lakes and ponds are split into either the Akanuma Group,
Bishamonnuma-Tatsunuma-Midoronuma Group Group, or the Yarokunuma-Chichinuma-Hahanuma-Yanaginuma Group.
Of the lakes and ponds in this area,Bishamon-numa is the biggest.
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